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deal of celerity and determination, with a strong line of skirmishers, to surprise the enemy, let your one hundred pounder open upon that Battery as well as you can. At the opening of your Artillery . . . [Remainder of letter missing^.
BENJ. F. BUTLER
From General Butler
Ed. Qrs. Dept. Va. & N. C. in tiie Fidd, Aug. 16, '64
Lieut. Gen. GRANT, Comd'g., etc.
As soon as arrangements could possibly be made to get the men rested from their work, at five o'clock I put on board the steamer "Mount Washington," kindly loaned me by the Navy, nine hundred and fifty of the working party at Dutch Gap, and landed about three quarters of a mile below, at Aikens, by which I was enabled to turn the enemy's battery at H. Cox's, and under cover of the gunboats, which you heard, Major Lud-low advanced, turning the enemy's line, capturing it after a smart skirmish, in which we lost one man killed, and we now occupy the work on the brow of the hill which you saw. It is a very strong line for the enemy.
Our line of pickets extend from Cox's house at the turn of the river above Dutch Gap to the north east, and about a half mile towards Three Mile Creek.
We have not men enough to occupy all the works. The right has been occupied by rifle pits and one piece of artillery. The line extends to Three Mile Creek, but there is nothing now between us and Three Mile Creek. Major Ludlow thinks this position a very strong one, if occupied by the rebels to oppose any advance on our part.
I have directed it to be held to-night. If you propose to go up to Deep Bottom to-morrow, you can easily examine it yourself, or one of the Engineers may be sent up to examine it. We have captured a prisoner there, and he says he is from one of the Beauregard's Brigades, (Johnson's old).
I have a report from Col. Wooster Comd'g. at Deep Bottom, that he advanced a strong skirmish line until his entire line passed Kingsland road, his right resting on Four Mile Creek, and advancing beyond it as far as W. H. Ammon's beyond the New Market Road, and his left beyond Bufiin's house. He developed only a strong skirmish line and two or three companies of infantry. He captured a prisoner of the 3rd North Carolina, which, regiment belonged to Johnson's Division &